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REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 

Applicant submits this amendment in response to the 
Office Action mailed August 21, 2006. A petition for a 
three-month extension of the term for response to said 
Office Action, to and including February 21, 2007, is 
transmitted herewith. 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and 
allowance of claims 1-17 that are pending in the present 
application. 

In the Office Action, claims 1-17 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C- 103(a) as being obvious over Mendelson (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,250,931), hereinafter referred to as 
"Mendelson," and Sears (U.S. Patent No. 4,211,456), 
hereinafter referred to as ''Sears," and further in view of 
Rosen (U.S. Patent No. 3,923,361), hereinafter referred to 
as ''Rosen." Claim 1 of the present application discloses a 
breakaway power supply device operatively connectable to an 
appliance comprising a controller for sensing and/or 
controlling the temperature of the appliance, a power cord 
with a first connector for connecting the power cord to the 
controller and a second connector for connecting the power 
cord to a power source. The first connector has at least 
two conductive connector outputs and each of the two 
conductive connector outputs has a magnet therein. There 
are one or more channels and/or ribs to securely hold each 
of the conductive connector outputs in position. 
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The Office Action admits that "Mendelson and Sears 
does not disclose one or more channels and/or ribs to 
securely hold each of said conductive connector outputs in 
position." (Office Action at pg. 4.) Rosen, however, does 
not teach or suggest a breakaway power supply device having 
''one or more channels and/or ribs to securely hold each of 
said conductive connector outputs in position, " as recited 
in claim 1 of the instant application. An example of this 
is shown in Fig. 3. Connector outputs 24 have one or more 
ribs 32 that preferably cooperate with channels 30 to 
securely hold connector outputs 24 in position, preferably 
in close proximity to access apertures 28. (Appl. at page 
6) . 

Rosen describes [a] second horizontally extending 
portion 22 of leaf spring member 12 extends to the right in 
a horizontal channel 24 cut in the top surface 26 of 
housing 11." (Fig. 1; col. 5, Ins. 62-64). Rosen in no 
way teaches or suggests having one or more channels and/or 
ribs to securely hold conductive connector outputs in 
position. As such, it would not be obvious to combine 
Rosen with Mendelson and Sears to arrive at the teaching of 
the present application. Therefore, applicant respectfully 
requests that the rejection be withdrawn as to claim 1. 

The rejection as to claims 2-6 should also be 
withdrawn, inasmuch as each of these claims depends, 
directly or indirectly, from claim 1. 

Claim 7 of the present application discloses a power 
supply device electrically, magnetically and separably 
connectable to an appliance comprising a supply cord with a 
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first connector for connecting to a controller and a second 
connector for connecting to a power source. The first 
connector has one or more conductive connector outputs, 
each having a magnet disposed therein. There are one or 
more channels and/or ribs to securely hold each of the 
conductive connector outputs in position. 

As previously noted, Rosen does not teach or suggest a 
breakaway power supply device having "one or more channels 
and/or ribs to securely hold each of said conductive 
connector outputs in position, " as recited in claim 1 of 
the instant application. An example of this is shown in 
Fig. 3. Connector outputs 24 have one or more ribs 32 that 
preferably cooperate with channels 30 to securely hold 
connector outputs 24 in position, preferably in close 
proximity to access apertures 28. (Appl. at page 6). 

Rosen describes "[a] second horizontally extending 
portion 22 of leaf spring member 12 extends to the right in 
a horizontal channel 24 cut in the top surface 26 of 
housing 11." (Fig. 1; col. 5, Ins. 62-64). Rosen in no 
way teaches or suggests having one or more channels and/or 
ribs to securely hold conductive connector outputs in 
position. As such, it would not be obvious to combine 
Rosen with Mendelson and Sears to arrive at the teaching of 
the present application. Therefore, applicant respectfully 
requests that the rejection be withdrawn as to claim 7. 

The rejection as to claims 8-16 should also be 
withdrawn, inasmuch as each of these claims depends, 
directly or indirectly, from claim 7. 
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Claim 17 discloses a power supply cord comprising a 
first connector for connecting to a power source and a 
second connector, having a first plurality of conductive 
contacts, for connecting to a controller. The controller 
has a second plurality of conductive contacts and is 
operatively connectable to an electrical appliance. The 
second connector and said controller electrically and 
magnetically interact via an electrical and mechanical 
interaction between said first plurality of conductive 
contacts and said second plurality of conductive contacts , 
There are one or more channels and/or ribs to securely hold 
each of the conductive connector outputs in position. 

As previously noted, Rosen does not teach or suggest a 
breakaway power supply device having "one or more channels 
and/or ribs to securely hold each of said conductive 
connector outputs in position, " as recited in claim 1 of 
the instant application. An example of this is shown in 
Fig. 3. Connector outputs 24 have one or more ribs 32 that 
preferably cooperate with channels 30 to securely hold 
connector outputs 24 in position, preferably in close 
proximity to access apertures 28. (Appl . at page 6). 

Rosen describes ''[a] second horizontally extending 
portion 22 of leaf spring member 12 extends to the right in 
a horizontal channel 24 cut in the top surface 26 of 
housing 11." (Fig. 1; col. 5, Ins. 62-64). Rosen in no 
way teaches or suggests having one or more channels and/or 
ribs to securely hold conductive connector outputs in 
position. As such, it would not be obvious to combine 
Rosen with Mendel son and Sears to arrive at the teaching of 
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the present application. Therefore, applicant respectfully 
requests that the rejection be withdrawn as to claim 17. 

In view of the foregoing, applicant respectfully 
requests favorable reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejections of the claims. Also, applicant respectfully 
requests that this application be passed to allowance - 



Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: 




Steven A . Garner , Esq . 
Registration No. 52,475 
Attorney for Applicants 
Conair Corporation 
One Cummings Point Rd 
Stamford, CT 06902 
Tel: (203) 921-2844 
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